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Choosing Multicultural Books for Young Children

ierature should be both a mirror i which children can see

themselves reflected and a window through which children

can |_"|:p!-.'-r|_' the waorld around them. Books can -.'|:||'|'-I:.|5-.|..'-.'
that people from diverse groups can play and work 1ogether, solve
E'-rnl':h-nl-.,_ .|.|'u_| OVeTOO T clbstaclios, AL 1w sl maltculiural chil-
dren's literature helps children understand that despite our many
differences, all people have feelings and aspirations,

Selecting good mubticultural children’s books begins with the
same criteria that apply 10 selecting good children’s books in gener
al: the literary clements of plot, characterization, setting, style,
theme, .J.I'll_l pmnt nl'\'n_".-.' must e nferwoven 0 Create a
compelling story in an age-appropriale manmer,

et e SO questions (o comsmd

er when choosing eardy childhood

childrens iterature f::-‘""‘--..____

Story
& Are the stories ineTesting t chilelren®
P Are r|'||.'r|_' VIrWnas ._'u|11'|u 1% for children to r1|l|-:'-n'!

& Flow are the conflices resolved?

Characters
£ Do characters represent people from a variety of cubtural groups?
% Do geeod” characters reflect a variety of backgroumnds?

& Are females as well as males depicted in leadership roles?

Themes

% Does the story offer children a variety of things to think abour,
question, and conssder?

2 Are values being explored instead of preached?

& Are there lessons 1o be learmed?

Settings
% Do the stories reflect a varicty of settings?
% Are urban, suburban, and rural scttings represented realistically?
% Are cultural settings represemted realistically?
Oiher considerations
% Will the stories encourage discussions?
% Are children exposed to multiple perspectives and values?
& Do the stories promote understanding of our diverse society?
£ Are the storics age appropriate so children can understand
what is presented?
While every childrens book canmot posably
meet each and every standard of excellence, in
many instances, the value of a particular
ook wall r-r.ll.-.x-iz::'l those aspects 1hat
|1|i;.:||| b L||'.|,'1.|;||||:.||:.=Ir. Caregivers
should examine childrens books for
such things as historical accuracy, realstic
lifestyles, believable characters, and authentic
|J|1g...1-;-;-. amd should make @ure the book 1 age
appropriate. The books chosen should also represent &
l.,,lri-_-l_':.' of x-q,'l:',il!_"\-, ['nl'.':-h,*n:---.'-|1'|r|1: .|'!'-|1n:'-:|-.|'u'-., amid
themes, and should provide opportunities for children 1o consider
multiple perspectives and values, Multicultural children’s books
should not speak toa limited group of children; they should speak

to all children. L'H:

ST Amir-Ilirainion Lavhinie, B ifee direcior of

eariy o JT L'.LI'..'.\,|..'|. u||!lr||k

g ALLE tee Miller Ea
ESOE™ Taisrarine § wniws




